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February 2026
‘We Are Not Leaving Our Future to Chance.’
It is time to plan for infrastructure and services
before more development dictates our future.

The important imperative for Winkleigh is to agree a comprehensive infrastructure plan to guide and support any future housing development. Without proper planning, rapid growth can overwhelm our local amenities, increase traffic congestion even further and erode the village’s historic character as recent experience has shown. Proactive planning could ensure that development is sustainable, protects community assets and maintains the quality of life for all residents.
1. Why Do We Need an Infrastructure Plan?
The Government’s Planning Infrastructure Bill 2025 and the increase in Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) have required local communities to be proactive. This is a lesson for communities to insist on having a say in the early stages of significant changes as, without preparation, communities risk losing out on vital benefits and face negative impacts from large-scale developments. An Infrastructure Plan would help empower Winkleigh, in particular, to secure community benefits, influence decision-making, and ensure local needs were being addressed.
The Government aims to accelerate housing development but this must be balanced with genuine community engagement. Without local input, decisions may overlook essential services and infrastructure and lead to negative outcomes for local communities. Meaningful consultation should ensure that new developments deliver real benefits, such as improved transport, expanded services, and enhanced quality of life, rather than simply increase housing numbers.
An Infrastructure Plan is now essential for a parish council like ours, which is considered a prime target for development because of its location and its main link roads. The community needs to identify what is needed for its survival and growth, especially after the recent rapid expansion, the outcome of which is to be a near 50% increase in the housing in the village arising from the four large developments but with little investment provided for the infrastructure. Many public services are at capacity and require urgent investment e.g. sewerage treatment works which are at capacity. Lessons can be learnt from past oversights by means of a robust plan to help prevent excessive future demands and ensure sustainable development in the future.
The Parish Council proposition is that an Infrastructure Plan needs to be agreed before any further development is initiated, with the aim of consulting on what that looks like with all interested parties. While the Parish Council accepts the need for growth, investment in our services needs to be secured to meet future community needs and safeguard local interests. This approach aims to ensure that development enhances, rather than undermines, the village’s character and the well-being of the people living and working here.
Winkleigh’s historic sites and community assets must be respected and preserved and sustainable growth requires that new developments include the necessary amenities for a safe, healthy, and vibrant community. Long-term planning must protect the village’s unique identity and ensure that future generations benefit from thoughtful development.
Without a formal plan, the actual needs of the village risk being overlooked. Consideration of the infrastructure requirements need to become statutory in planning decisions and backed by robust evidence. This will ensure that councils are accountable and responsive to local needs, thereby strengthening the community’s voice in the decisions shaping its future.
2. Areas Covered by the Infrastructure Plan.
Physical Infrastructure: Highways, walkways, transport links, cycleways, energy supply (gas, internet, mobile reception), and utilities (water, waste, drainage) are vital for daily life and economic resilience.
More retail outlets are needed to support the growing population; with limited public transport, accessible shops help reduce isolation, support local businesses, and strengthen the local economy.
Social Infrastructure: Education, health, social care, emergency services, arts, culture, sport, and community facilities are essential for well-being and social cohesion.
Green and environmental: Woodlands, play and recreation areas, and public open spaces support environmental sustainability, recreation, and contribute to the biosphere to ensure a high quality of life for all residents.
3. Some Considerations for Winkleigh and Hollocombe Parishioners.
Transparency and community engagement are essential, the aim being to provide clear project lists to demonstrate value-added, ensure accountability and make effective use of taxpayers’ money.
Preventing strain on essential services is crucial for resilience and for the continuity of healthy living and working. By forward planning, the aim is to protect vital resources and ensure uninterrupted support services for residents.
Building trust with the community and agreeing on a mandate for action through transparent plans encourages community engagement and a shared responsibility for future development.
4. Paramount Importance of the Health and Safety of Residents and Workers and Ensuring Support from Highways.
The health and safety of people who live and work in the village is of paramount importance. For example, significant measures are needed to improve road safety and enhance quality of life. Collaboration with County Highways is underway to address pedestrian safety, including expanded walkways, cycle paths, speed limits, traffic calming and enforcement. Proactive action is to reduce risks and support a safer community.
Improving transport and reducing car dependency are essential for accessibility and opportunity. Winkleigh’s limited availability of public transport, especially the lack of a Sunday service and poor rail connections, restricts access to work, education and services. Better transport links would increase opportunities for all residents, particularly young people and those without cars.
Young people are especially disadvantaged by limited transport options, which restricts their access to education, training, and employment. Equitable access to opportunities is vital for the community’s future.
Reliable transport also attracts workers to local businesses, supporting economic growth and a thriving community.
Many colleges are located outside of Devon’s rural areas, making access difficult for young people in Winkleigh. Improved connectivity is needed to address regional disparities and ensure all residents can access educational and training opportunities.
5. Green Spaces and Environment.
Green spaces are a valuable asset but rural villages like Winkleigh face challenges from increased traffic and limited safe routes for walking and cycling. Balancing growth with preservation of the rural character is essential for community well-being.
Future development should integrate paths and cycleways, ensuring equitable and safe movement for all. Joined-up planning is needed to connect new and existing developments, prioritising pedestrian safety and accessibility.
While the current playgrounds are welcome, they are predominantly aimed at very young children. There is a lack of recreational parks for teenagers and adults to benefit from the countryside. Investing in youth facilities is very much needed to support their sense of belonging.
6. The Aim of Consulting with the Whole Community.
To include:
parishioners, shops and businesses (including those working from home), farmers and landowners, village centres, sports and recreational clubs, Winkleigh societies, schools, colleges, health centre, District and County Councillors, MP and other defined agencies.

The key aims are to: 
· Identify the infrastructure and investment needs to guide sustainable growth
· Provide an evidence base for informed spending decisions on local projects
· Identify and match funding streams to maximize available resources
· Support external funding bids with strong evidence of local needs and priorities
· Ensure transparency so the community knows where investment is targeted, building trust and accountability
· Encourage community engagement and shared ownership of local facilities and services
· Provide a local perspective to the District Council, influencing decisions and ensuring local priorities are understood.

7. Proposed Funding Sources.

· The district is preparing an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) as part of the Joint Local Plan, creating opportunities for collaboration between Parish and District Councils.
· While Torridge District Council does not support Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) allocations, Section 106 funds from house building remain a potential source to maximize available funding.
· Local government grants and other external funding diversify funding streams and strengthen financial resilience.
· Other grants should be actively pursued to ensure all available opportunities are leveraged for the benefit of the community.


Action-The Parish Council is asked to consider the proposal and agree on action.
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